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RICS Home Surveys Information Sheet
Helping you choose the right survey

Why do you need an RICS Home Survey? Because
forewarned is forearmed. Choosing the right survey will
help highlight any serious problems and advise you of the
specific risks before you commit to the process of buying or
selling a property.

RICS has three different types of survey (outlined overleaf).
These can only be conducted by qualified surveyors.
Reliable and cost effective, these reports carry the full
weight of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors —
the industry’s most respected authority on surveying.

Buying a home

It’s important to remember that your mortgage lender’s
valuation report is not a survey. It merely tells your lender
whether or not the property is reasonable security for your
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loan. An RICS survey will tell you the actual condition of
the property. That’s vital information that can be invaluable
during price negotiations, and will also help you avoid
expensive surprises after you’ve moved in.

Selling a home

An RICS home survey can help you prepare for selling your
property. It will show you any problems that may delay your
sale or cause price reductions later in the process.

Staying at home

A survey of the current condition of your home will warn

you of defects and help you avoid escalating repair and

maintenance costs in the future. It will also be extremely
useful if you'’re thinking of remortgaging.

What to do now

|quatations
i 1apais may influence the amount you are prepared 1o pay for the property. Before
e ] id all

prope
s ans further invsligations the surveyor may have identied.

references from peaple they have worked for;
riting exactly what you wil want them to do; and
actors o put the quotations in writing.

‘‘‘‘‘‘ the Market Value on | 25/10/2010 asinspected was:

090 | [ one hundred and thirty thousand pounds

famount in words)
Frezhold
Nayor is concerned about he condltion of a hidden part of the bulding, could orly

2lnlan Pprope d of a defect or does not have the specialist knowledge to assess part of the property
000 | [One hundred and twenty thousand pounds
(amount inwards)

fians (for exampl, elacticians, gas enginess, plumbers and 5o on). Soma wark may also
a Tocal authory

[ T—_ e

ha trse extent of the problem.

M shauld use for these further investigations
sk

3t my vabvation, | made the following assumpicns.

you which
T For

i

B o
oo her the vakiston, Hurther agvice, please contact the surveyor.

% further will involve

depend on the type of problem, butto do this properly, parts of the home may have to

i lred 14 50 you should discuss this matter with the current owner, In some cases, the:
Iuestgation may be high.

Irdt legal maters | nave assumed that

SparyLs ol wi 0 do the work

the repair The

Our overall opinion of the property utside walls have a barrier against dampness fising from the ground

This property Is a reasonable proposition for purchas at a price of £135 000

d a damp proof course or DPC) consisting of two rows of dense blus bricks.

Hindouss are replacement double glazing in PVC frames.

Secon cithercport  Eloment aner Elemont namo
E P

Flsdothepiopeny | F1 Root stucture

Hlazing to the door s unlikely to be safety glass and will be a safety

6 Senvces a Elocticy @ for anyone who falls agans it You should
+ Grounds (par) Hi Garage advics
31z 3n open porch to the ffont entrance.
Secton o terepor Bl et Bt
£ ousdomepropaty | E1 indous ascia around the main roof and rear fat roof are party rotten.

Iscarations to most surfaces are beginning to flake off.
Fonsdethepropeny | F4

& Sendces 2 ppicaple
H: Grounds (part 2
o [P —
& Sample Road, Sample Town, County, AB12 3CD
Fonadethepropeny | F4 Flocrs
G Senices o Water
+ Graunds (pary o Hon hedge i RicS

s | 123, Sample Road, Sample Town, County, AB12 3CD ]

(@ rics |5 Home

L A 4
& the mark of
I property
professionalism
worldwide

a fon rating
e chiained and complied wth and
mair ing you ime to orgarise suitable reports and quotations.
i ing 3 ~repairs should be done s soon as possible. The speed of your
der depend on the nature of the problem. For example.repalrs to a badly leaking
\gerous gas boler need to be cartied out witin a matier of hours, while ather
a
B epas of elements with a condion rating 2 are not considered Lrgent if they e not
e 1
in e Narket i exarnples. These can quickly get worse wthout warming and resultn serious leaks.
opairs o re - o
[e
dertions afiecting value
vy g RICS
o oy B Home
jample Road, Sample Town. County, AB12 3CD ]
RICS I
r Sur

RICS

Home

SUrveyseee


GraemeHP
Wisemove logo

GraemeHP
Wisemove logo


WISEM(*)VE

RICS Home Surveys Information Sheet

Buying or selling? Survey your options

The RICS Condition Report

Choose this report if you're buying or selling a conventional
house, flat or bungalow built from common building
materials and in reasonable condition. It focuses purely on
the condition of the property by setting out the following:

clear ‘traffic light’ ratings of the condition of different
parts of the building, services, garage and outbuildings,
showing problems that require varying degrees of
attention;

a summary of the risks to the condition of the building; and
other matters including guarantees, planning and
building control issues for your legal advisers.

An RICS Condition Report does not include a valuation,

but your surveyor may be able to provide this as a separate

extra service.

Ask your surveyor for a detailed ‘Description of the RICS
Condition Report Service’ leaflet.

The RICS HomeBuyer Report

Choose this report if you would like more extensive
information whilst buying or selling a conventional house,
flat or bungalow, built from common building materials and
in reasonable condition. It costs more than the Condition
Report but includes:

all of the features in the Condition Report plus a
more extensive inspection;

the surveyor’s professional opinion on the ‘Market
Value’ of the property;

an insurance reinstatement figure for the property;

a list of problems that the surveyor considers may affect
the value of the property;

advice on repairs and ongoing maintenance;
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issues that need to be investigated to prevent serious
damage or dangerous conditions;

legal issues that need to be addressed before
completing your conveyancing; and

information on location, local environment and the
recorded energy efficiency (where available).

Ask your surveyor for a detailed ‘Description of the RICS
Homebuyer Service’ leaflet.

The building survey

Formerly called a structural survey, you could choose the
building survey if you’re dealing with a large, older or run-
down property, a building that is unusual or altered, or if
you’re planning major works. It costs more than the other
RICS reports because it gives detailed information about
the structure and fabric of the property. It includes:

a thorough inspection and detailed report on a wider
range of issues;

+ adescription of visible defects and potential problems
caused by hidden flaws;

an outline of repair options and the likely consequences
of inactivity; and

advice for your legal advisers and details of serious risks
and dangerous conditions.

A building survey does not include a valuation, but
your surveyor may be able to provide this as a separate
extra service.
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At-a-glance survey comparisons

This table will help you choose the most appropriate survey, but if you have any particular requirements, remember to
discuss them with your surveyor before the inspection of the property. The surveyor may be able to provide you with extra
services, under separate contracts.

RICS
Condition RICS
Report HomeBuyer Building
Service features Service Service survey
Describes the construction and condition of the property on the date v v v
of the inspection.
Aims to identify any problems that need urgent attention or are serious. v v v
Aims to identify things that need to be investigated further to prevent v v v
serious damage.
Aims to tell you about problems that may be hazardous. N4 v v
Aims to show up potential issues and defects, before any transaction takes place. v v v
Includes the standard visual inspection during which secured panels, electrical
o : . - v v v
fittings, inspection chamber covers and other similar features are not removed.
Aims to help you decide whether you need extra advice before v v
committing to purchase.
Aims to help you prepare a budget for any repairs or restoration. v v
Aims to advise you on the amount of ongoing maintenance required in the future. v v
An enhanced service that includes all the features of the standard inspection plus v v
a more extensive roof space and underground drainage inspection.
Provides a reinstatement cost to help you avoid under- or over-insurance. v
Provides market valuation. v
Aims to establish how the property is built, what materials are used and v
how these will perform in the future.
Aims to describe visible defects, plus exposing potential problems posed v
by hidden defects.
Aims to outline the repair options and give you a repair timeline, whilst explaining v
the consequences of not acting.
Alonger and more detailed visual inspection of a wider range of issues including a v
more thorough consideration of the roof space, grounds floors and services.
For more information, visit www.rics.org/homesurveys.
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